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The world is facing major challenges



How are we addressing our VUCA world in 

education?



From where I depart
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1. Macro Context

Social 
Constructionism

And 

Design Thinking

The importance 
to incorporate 

multiple 
perspectives, 
realities and 

angles in 
education

2. Disciplines

Tourism & Leisure as a 
tool

The fields of tourism and 
leisure serve as tools for 
community building by 
engaging citizens with 

possible visitors, as well 
as to surrounding natural 

resources

3. PlaceMaking

Sense of Place; 
participatory creation

Simbolic places/sites of 
belonging

Creating meaning and 
purpose of life as a 
generator of more 
affirming identities 



• Beyond content

• Beyond classroom

• Creating learning communities

1. How do we understand education? 

1. Macro Context

The importance 
to incorporate 

multiple 
perspectives, 
realities and 

angles in 
education

Social 
Constructionism

And 

Design Thinking



A relational theory: Social Constructionism

The social construction of reality

Diversity of knowledge 

Participatory processs and meaning making

Collaboration



Methodology: Design thinking

It comes from technological fields but has been expanded to different 

fields such as OD, education, research, Placemaking, etc.



Tourism and leisure increasing the 

livability of a region/destination. It 

can create a sustainable territory

for those who live and attractive for 

visitors.

2. Tourism & leisure as a tool

2. Disciplines

Tourism & Leisure as a 
tool

The fields of tourism and 
leisure serve as tools for 
community building by 
engaging citizens with 

possible visitors, as well 
as to surrounding natural 

resources



Tourism as a Tool

local and 
sustainable tourism  
as a way to pursue 

social good and 
social impact on the 

cultural,  socio-
political  and 

economic 
dimensions that 

enacts the 
development of a 

fair society - locally 
and globally.



“Placemaking is the 

process of creating quality 

places that people want to 

live, work, play, shop, learn 

and visit” Wyckoff (2015) . 

3. Placemaking

3. PlaceMaking

Sense of Place; 
participatory 

creation

Simbolic places/sites of 
belonging

Creating meaning and 
purpose of life as a 
generator of more 
affirming identities 







Consultants are trained to be experts on a topic, offering technics to fix a place, to 

bring a solution to problems

Placemakers are facilitators of change: they design for people to come together 

and tap into their collective intelligence;

they look at locals as experts of their own place 

They engage participants where new ideas are born and transformation can 

happen. 

It is not about fixing people and places but enable that places and people can bring 

their best and new business can flourish. 

From Consultant to a Placemaker
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Placemaking in Perus







The field trip: two weeks in Brasil

- Getting to know  the local culture; Getting immersed in the challenge given



Staying with the locals



Placemaking in action – Understanding what is

and what might be



Placemaking in action: Creating new possibilities 



Placemaking identifying some concepts to be 

incorporated back to education

1) Build from what is available

2) Learning by doing; Creating by experimenting

3) Collaborative practices to strengthen the community



Placemaking, Social Construction, and the Global South

Celiane Camargo-Borges and Cesar A. Ferragi

How can we interweave 

placemaking, social construction, 

and local knowledge as a valuable 

combination for new 

understandings and practices of 

community building and education?



https://www.vakinha.com.br/vaquinha/fica-quilombaque


